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"The Swedish Srengelical Lutheran Salem Congregation" is sixty 
years old. According te the available church records that mile- 
stone was past on June ist. 


When we have reached certuin important mileposts in life it 
is quite natural to pause and make retrospections of tue roaa we 
passed; and to review ovr success and failures; our joys and sore 
rows and te remeuver ovr rriends who were with us for some time 
on the road and then left us. 


How natural is it not then for us as & congregation after hav- 
ing reached the mature age of sixty to heec the admonition of 
the prophet Jerenian who s21¢: 


"Set thee up waymarks, make thee guide-posts; set thy heart to- 
ward the highvay even the vay by which thou wentest.*® - Jer.31:31 


The ¢xpérience of the pioneers who settled here, buiit the com- 
munity, and organised this congregation, is quite simiiler to that 
of other settlers at other places: nanely snell beginnings, sac- 
yifiees, end heryd work. They likewise had spiriuvad needs that 
could not be denied. They possessec a spiritual horitage that 
ust be preserved for their children. 


It i8 regretable that the early records of the congregation were 
lost. But we have still with us menoers with goa menory, who 
were there frou the beginning; and te shall give the word to one 
of the. wao will relate events from: 


Tis PIONEER DAYS 


These reminiscences will be wostly from the western part of the 
Sweaish settlement in the nortnern parti of McCook County ana ad- 
jecent parts of Miner and Lake counties. But conditions pertain- 
ing tuere must neve seer similar in tne whole settlement. 


The rliest womestead filings by Swedes in this settlement 
tere maée in LOT2; thonp in’ no actual settling on the lund was done 
before the sumuer of 1860. ‘the first Swedes to hemesteed and to 
settle here vere Join Felson and John Anderson on section 25 in 
sun Frairie Twp.; 0. A. Buston on section 13 of Sun Frairie Iwp.; 
pamucl anaerson on the south halt of section 25 in Sun Prairie 
Twp.; A. il, Bohgren on the N.W. of Gection S55 in the oun Vrairie 
twp. dcehn Nelson oO. A. Buston and Samuel Anderson ud come from 
Minneapolis end filed in 1879. John Anderson also filed in 1679. 
dir. Bongren nad come from kansas. 


Other Swedes who hoaesteades here in 1880 can be mentioned: 
Anders Briessen Johan Nilson, P. Ll. Sundberm, Hans Olson Axel 
DUderberes lars Sidcrholm els P. Johnson, Gustaf Asron Olson, 
Gabricl Gabriclson Olof Feterson. and T.P. Jackson, & Norwegian. 
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The Omaha railroad was puilt from Sioux Falls te Salem in 1680- 
the rails being laid into Salem in Deceaber of that year. Salem 
being the end of tne road till 1886. In 1883 the Chicago North- 
western was built in this territory. The railroad from Sioux Falls 
to Salem was rendered useless wost of the time for nearly a year 
after it was built; first by snow in the winter, then by @ big 
flood in the spring of 1881, when road-bed and bridges were wash- 
ea out. 


The early settlers were mostly young and middle age people-- 
young married couples, or young people who married soon afterward. 


Since there was no railroad nearer than Sioux Falls when the 
first ones came, and the people bein;, poor it was cut of the 
question to build big houses. Consequently, some made duyouts 
in the hillsides to live in; others built sodhouses; and sone 
built sail one-room houses of lumber as their first houcstead 
shanties. 


These sodhouses waostly without flocrs not being so food and 
warm as cne might think they should be, were soon replaced by 
small board-houses with shingle roofs and board flaors; but gen- 
erally with only one room. Sone of these little houses were tar- 
papered on the outside; but most of them were sodded up on the 
ouisiae with sod quite thick at the ground and tapering tcward 
the top of tue wall so that the sod-wall came under the cave of 
the roof. Nis gave the houses the appearance of oleck pyrarnias 
G@otting the bleak prairies. 


For fuel tae settlers burned twisted slourb-hay, of which there 
was a bountevus supply during the wet vear of the carly eighties. 
During the dry years of the latter eigaties they started to ourn 
cow-chi ps. 


Many ¢& the early settlers left their fawilies on the land to 
hold dovn their claims while the men found work in -Siovx Falls 
the first years. In order to save all they could the men often 
walked between Sioux Falls and their prairie homes. The monev 
thus saved went to support the family, and to huy a yoke of steer, 
& plow, a wazon, and other implements necessary for the operation 
of the furm. While some of the men workéd in Bbioux Falls; others 
Who had oxen, or horses, would breuk the necessary five acres for 
them. fhe customary price being $3.00 por acre. 


Some of tuese carly settlers had come fron states farther cast 
but most of tnaem hud come directly or aimost Cirectly from Swe- 
den. AS & clages they were frigal and indvstrious people who 
valued their homes and tried to build up a community fit for 
their children to grow up in. 


The first public school in the Sun Frairie township started in 
the fall of 1882, when two school houses were built - the Stark 
school and tne Campbell School. 


But a people who had come from a country where schooling was 
universal could not neglect the education of their children, even 
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when there was no schools. They taught their children to read 
in their homes. 


Sunday School was started late in the fall of 1881. C. W. Lin- 
dell, who had cowe from Sweden that year, hud just built his house 
on his homestead - the N.E. quarter of section 3, in Sun Prairie 
iwp. He invited the neighbors with their children to come to his 
home , and they would start a Sunday School. He taught the school 
that day. The next Sunday Erik Olson taught at another home. 

The Sunday School met in different homes; usually the whole fam- 
ily attended. The men were changing about as teachers, but most- 
ly.it was Erik Olson and Lindell. However, after.it was decided 
to teach Bible History and Luther's Catechism in the Sunday School 
Brik Olson remained the only teacher. This work he continued for 
many years; teaching in his home on Sunday afternoons. Children 
from families of different denominations came to his school. This 
work he did without pay, but the appreciative neighbors would 
sometimes chip in and buy him something as a present. 


Among early preachers to visit the settlement, student Nelsenius 
was the first. Others were the Mission Friend minister I. F. 
Wretlof from Brandon S. D. and the Augustana minister J. H. Ran- 
dahl from Sioux Falls. Student Svante Udden made regular calls 
in the settlement during the summer of 1882. Other students were 
A. Thoren and James Moody. Student Moody had been hired by the 
families from .loline to teach Swedish school to their children. 

He also conducted preaching services in other parts of the settle- 
ment. 


During the Christmas holidays of 1887 Student A. G. Ander was 
here for a while and conducted services in the school houses and 
in some of the homes. He held "Julotta" in what was at that time 
known as the Hakan Erickson's school house. That was the winter 
of many severe blizzards. The 12th of January 1888 is remembered 
as the time when our Sunday School teacher, Erik Olson stood out 
on the plowed field during the whole night and a part of the fol- 
lowing day and miraculously escaped death. During that mentioned 
night many public school teachers with their pupils stayed in the 
school houses unless these places happened to be located close 
to some farm home where they could take shelter during the early 
stage of the storm. The writer of these reminescences was one 
of them who stayed in the school house. 


From the very beginning of the settlement there were some who 
began to urge the organization of a Swedish Lutheran congregation. 
The inost persistent and outspoken advocate of that cause seemed 
to be Hrik Ulson of Sun Prairie township and P. G. Swanson of 
east Brookfield township. They were among those who settled here 
early in 1881. Swanson had come from Worthington, sinn., and 
Hrik Olson directly from Sweden. 


Since the early records of the congregation were lost, there 
is no positive knowledge as to the exact time and place of the 
organization meeting. But Rev. Forslund who wrote a brief his- 
tory of the congregation twenty five years later concluded, after 


conversations with members of the church, that the organization 
took place on June 1, 1882. However. there are others who be- 
lieve that that meeting was held earlier in the year at the Sun 
Prairie Twp. in the home of A. P. Erickson family on the S.E. 
quarter of section 10. A third opinion is that this meeting took 
place at the above mentioned home in the month of August. The 
late Rev. Svante Udden, then a theological student, claimed. that 
he was the recording secretary at the meeting. The late Rev. J.H. 
Randahl was the chairman. 


According to available church records the following became char- 
ter members of the congregation: P. G. Swanson and family, A. P. 
Erickson and family, Erik Olson and family, Anders Ericsson and 
family, Johan Erickson, Carl J. Romberg and family, Nils P. John- 
son and family, Carl S. Skoglund and family, Anders G. Anderson 
and family, Gustaf Olson and family, Peter Olson, Erik Johnson. 


Of these charter members only one is with us today, Mrs. Chris- 
tina Swanson, the wife of P. G. Swanson, who will be 96 years old 
next October 25. 


Some of the men who worked in Sioux Falls and had their fam- 
ilies on their homesteads were enrolled generally as soon as they 
were contacted, either when they came out here. or when seen by 
Rev. Randahl in Sioux Fallss These were all counted as organi- 
zation members. 


About Midsummer time 1882 there arrived from Moline. Illinois, 
five families and some single men and women and settled northeast 
of where Canova now is. They were: A. G. Bergroth and family, 
Carl P. Peterson and family, Olof Bengtson and family, Erik Sand- 
berg and family, Andrew Carlgren and family, John Carlgren and 
son Andrew, Erik Gelin, Per Olson, Johan Wahlstrom, Anna Erikson, 
Now irs. Wikholm of Canova. 


These people were Augustana Lutherans. They joined the newly 
organized congregation and advised to affiliate with the Augus- 
tana Synod. 


Late in the summer of 1882 a meeting was held at the home of 
A. G. Bergroth northeast of where Canova now is. Therc, at that 
time, the organization was really completed, and a decision was 
made to become a part of the Augustana Synod. At this meeting 
Rev. J. H. Randahl »resided and Student Svante Udden was Glerk. 


The first business meeting. after the organization had been 
completed, was held at the home of Anders Ericsson, on the N. I. 
quarter of section 4, Sun Prairie Twp., early in January of 1883. 
Rev. J. H. Randahl presided and John Nordlund was secretary. 

Here at this time and place the first protocol was written in 
the new protocol book, which has since gotten lost. 


This meeting was well attended. The house was full of. people. 
At this time the coniregation was divided into "rotar" (districts, 
four of them). Fach "rote" was given a nane. Different names 


were suggested such as "Smaland Rote" for Swanson, "Vesterbotten 
Sote" for one near Center, "Nerkes Rote” for the one farthest 
west, etc. But the nanes finally agreed upon were: “Mittra Roten" 
(the Center District), "Vastra Roten"(the West District), "Ostra 
Roten" (the East District), "Nerdvdstra Roten" (the Northwest 


District). One deacon and one trustee were elected for each "rote" 


as follows: 


-Nordvastra roten: A.G. Bergroth, deacon; Anders Carlgren, trustee. 


Vastra roten: Brik Olson, deacon; Anders Ericsson “ trustee. 
Mittra roten: A.G. Anderson. deacon; Jacob Lindgren, trustee. 
Ostra roten:jJohn J. Wiklund,) deacon; P.G. Swanson, trustee. 
énders Ericsson was elected treasurer (skattm&stare) 


At that first business meeting they also wanted to elect a song 
leader, but covld not get any one to take the job. SErik Olson; 
yno was & good singer. was strongly urged but just as stouvtly 
declined. Peter Olson from Dalarna, who afterward became song. 
leader, was not at this meeting and in fact had not at that time 
vcecome @ member, though he had filed on a homestead and built a 
snanty. It was thought best to have meeting every Sunday, even 
if no minister was present; to conduct such meetings P. G. Swan- 
son and A. G. Anderson were chosen. Erik Olson and A.G. Bergroth 
-lso occasionally conducted such meetings. 


At this meeting it was also decided to begin teaching Luther's 
Catechism and Barth's Bible History in the Sunday School. It was 
also decided to subscribe for some Sunday School paver for the 
coildren. P.G. Swanson moved that. they take the paper, "“Skol- 
vannen" (The School Friend). rik Olson said, " I should like to 
move that we cet "Barnvannen" (The Children's Friend)." A vote 


was taken and Barnvannen was decided on. 


Now tne congregation nad become a going concern. The question 
arose: "Where shall we get a burial place and a place to build 
se church?” 


Several places were suggested but none seemed satisfactory. 
The people from the northwest suggested the southeast corner of 
the Anders Ericsson farm. A.G. Anderson offered a lace on the 
cast end of his tree claim - the quarter Knute Stone now lives 
on. Prank Sjcblom offered five acres in the north east corner 
of his farm, the northeast corner of the Sun Prairie Twp. And 
a Peter Johnson offered five acres in the northwest corner of his 
fara the northwest corner of Brookfield Twp. There were ten 
acres on one place the congregstion could get; five acres on one 
side of the road for cemetery and five acres on the otner side 
cf the road for church and parsonage. The congregation decided 
+o «take that offer. Whether it was a gift. or by purchase this 
writer does not know. After this property had been acquired by 
the congregation, they commenced to bury their dead there, and 
quite a number were buried there. But no one seemed to be satis- 
fied with that location and the church building place kept on 
2@ing agitated for years. Meetings were held to decide on a bet- 
ter place. Edwin Engelson offered the north east corner of the 
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northwest quarter of section 12 in the Sun Prairie Two. That is 
the land Philip Skoglund lives on--a mile and a half from Center. 


At the annual business meeting, early in the year 1890, among 
the questions brought up was this same old question of a suitable 
building site for the church which they eventually hoped to build. 
This meeting was held in the Swanson school house. 


When building sites were suggested, A.G. Anderson got up and 
told the assembled people that he had had a revelation the night 
before, and had seen the church stand on the Jonas Pearson farm, 
&1d that he firmly believed that God in this way had shown him 
the right place He wanted the church to be built. If any other 
place was mentioned Anderson would say, "No, on Jonas Pearson's 
farm the church shall stand." Or as he said it in Swedish, "Na, 
pi Jon Pers lanne dar ska kérka sta." 


The congregetion so decided; and there the church now stands. 


Jonas Pearson donated land for the church and cemetary site, 
and gave the congregation a deed for it in April of 1890. 


The congrezation, later, bought some more land from Mr. Pearson 
to be used as parking yard. 


After tne church was built, Jonas Pearson served as janitor for 
& number of years without pay. <A.G. Anderson also served as jan- 
750r for a, time. 


The church was built 1891. (John Wiklund had charge of building 
the foundation, Giran Sandberg was the head carpenter an ore- 
ran for the rest of the building. All members were supposed to 
help with donation work. Some of them worked most of the time. 
Sandberg tne boss, was to get pay. He had no blue print to fol- 
iow, but carried the whole church plan in his head. 


So far reminiscences by 
E. Adolph Ericsson 


That it was a great undertaking to build the above mentioned 
church is self-evident. That they did the work well’ and that 
tney had a vision of the future is shown by the fact that dimen- 
Sion and the workmanship was such that the church serves well 
fifty years after the erection and can continue to serve for 
many years to come. The subscription lists that are still in 
tae possession of the congregation. show that many members dug 
ceep in their pockets for the promotion of this enterprise of 
love and devotion. Yes, they were wise builders. They had vie 
Sions and dreamed dreams relative to the future. They were will- 
ing to pay the price for their realization. "True pioneers they 
were." 


A Letter from the late Pastor Svante Udden 


Before going further in our retrospection, the following letter 
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received from Pastor Udden ten years ago may be of interest to 
the reader. 


"Dear brother Lindau, 
Grace and Peace! 


I have noticed in the papers that you are going to celebrate 
the fiftieth anniversary of the Salem Lutheran Church, McCook Co. 
£.D., and, although I am now only an old and retired pastor and 
way be unknown to the people of your congregation, I would still 
ask you to extend my personal greeting to the congregation at that 
occasion. Let me explain why I do so. 


In the spring of 1882 I accepted a call from the mission board 
of the Minnesota Conference to preach and do missionary work at 
Sioux Falls and Salem, S.D. I was then through college and ready 
to enter the Seminary at Rock Island in the fall. At Sioux Falls 
I found only a few families of our people, but more of young lab- 
erers. Near Salem I found several homesteaders..and more settlers 
were coming that summer, among which was a group from Moline, Ill. 
come of whom I had been acquainted with while at the college. 
Fifty years in a lifetime makes a great difference. I was then 
» young man and light of weight so I really enjoyed walking around 
to see every settler in that new part of the country, where our 
people then were spread out on an area of at least 10-15 miles. 
Where there were any houses at all, they were all built of sod, 
some with a frame of lumber inside, some with plastering, and oth- 
ers with nothing but sod. For fuel I think all were burning hay 
in their stoves. Many of these sod houses were built to serve 
for a number of years, and had the appearance of pleasant homes. 
Cur meetings were mostly held in one of the biggest of these houses 
but I have forgotten the name of that family now. Nearly all 
“ne settlers agreed to become members if we were to organize a 
congregation, and so we set the time for a meeting in order to 
organize. Rev. J.H. Randahl was called to take over the work 
after me, and he came so he was along at the meeting when we or- 
sanized which was in August shortly before I left for Rock Island. 
xev. Randahl served as president of the meeting and I was chosen 
secretary. I hope that the.minutes that I wrote may have been 
preserved. That was my first experience in organizing a congreg= 
ation, and though I have organized not a few since that time, it 
has been interesting to me to know that this congregation has 
been so successful and permanent that there can now be a fiftieth 
anniversary. Remarkably enough I have never been at Salem, S.D. 
since that time, for God sent me in another direction and to oth- 
er fields. God has blessed the Salem congregation with many 
blessings these fifty years, and I hope and wish that He may do 
so in still greater measures in the next fifty years, and may the 
ecnerations that come and go be lead there by the true light, so 
that they also may join the triumphant congregation in heaven. 


Sincerely yours, 


“Svante Udden 


INSTRUCTION OF THE YOUTH 
The congregation is strongly organized. Each of these organi- 
zations is endeevoring to fill a particular need in the program 
of the church, and is therefore rendering valuable service. 


The Sunday School 


As we learned from the reminiscences by Mr. Adolph Ericsson, 
the Sunday School was begun before there was any congregation 
orgénized. The parents were keenly conscious of their respon- 
sibility to their children--that they should be brought up in the 
feer and admonition of the Lord; and that blessings received in 
baptism should be guarded and nourished. Therefore the children 
must be instructed. 


Erik Olson and C.W. Lindell were the pioneers in this very im- 
portant work. After the congregation was organized the Sunday 
School work became more established and systematic. A.G. Anderson 
was the Sunday School Superinvendent for a number of years. 

Andrew Anderson, John Jacobson, and 0.i/. Jacobson were some of 
the- others; who as leaders rendered valuable service in this 
branch of Christian service. 


The present Sunday School officers are: Mrs. Elmer R. Jacobson; 
Superintendent; Mabel Jacobson, Assistant Superintendent; Laurel 
Anderson, Secretary; and Clarence Knudson, Treasurer. Mrs. A.J. 
Schroeder is the Superintendent in the Primary Devartment. 


Vacation Bible School 
This school which is to supplement the instruction in the Sun- 
day School has been conducted for the last seven years with very 
pratifying results. 
This school is not something new of recent years. Ever since 


the church was organized up to the year 1925 a "summer school" 
was conducted; not for a few days only; but for three months. 


Confirmation Instruction 
During these past sixty years 452 young people in thirty three 
regular classes were instructed and confirmed into the Lutheran 
Church. We hereby submit the classes from 1884 to 1941: 
Class 1 - Deceauber 7, 1884 - Rev. J. He Randahl 
Gustaf Erickson, ¢. J. Brickson, Erick Kolgren. 
Class 2 - Pentecost Sunday, 1687 - Rev. Siljestrom 


J. a. Swanson, John Bengtson, Wm. Erickson, Sophia Ericsson. 


Cliss 3 - June 23 1889 - Rev. A. Sundberg 


i, Adolph £ricsson, C0. F. Lricsson, P. A. Hrickson, John Holmstrom, 
John 0. Johnson, Mathilda Swanson, Nathilda Bengtson, Christina 
Jacxson, Esther Carlson, Frida Sandberg, weary Bengtson. 


Class 4 - September 13, 1891 - Rev. A. Sumdberg 
A. C. Bricsson,; Nathiida Ericsson, C. A. Petterson, Mimmie Pete 
erson, Jennie Bergroth, Frank Swanson, VYictor Swanson, A. E. Eck-~ 
ein, Oscar Tidblom, Ellen Erickson, Sophia Holmstrom. 


Glass 5 = July 30, 1893 - Dr. Eric Norelius 
QO. 5. iricsson, R. a. Swanson, Simon Carlson, Carl Bjorklund, 
Feter Holmstrom, Mdward Jonson, Hriland Rune Burman, Victor Oster- 
berg, Leon Olson; Gust Anderson, Emil Lind, John Qlson, Carl Olson, 
Axel Sjoblom, Iydia Peterson, Alma anderson, Mary Kellstrom, Anna 
Larson, Alma Clson, Aadla Larson, Christine Johnson. 


Class 6 - August 18, 1695 - Dr. Carl Hlofson 


lary Swanson, Hulda Johnson; Sarah Kellstrom, Swen Johnson, 
aryid EH. I. Johnson, Gust Johnson. 

Class 7 - May, 1897 - Rev. A. Sundberg? 
Hllen Gabrielson, Mary Holmstrom, Mary Andorson, Alma Lindgren, 
amanda Anderson, Alvin Peterson, Hmil Anderson,. 


Class 8 - November 20, 1898 - Rev. Sundberg 


Emma Swenson, Anna Gabrielson, agda Lindgren, Delly Peterson, 
anna Kellstrom, listher Zinmuark, Carl Carlson, Je As Heklein, 
Fhilip Jacobaon, andrew Holuuistrom, Blof Anderson, Victor HE. John= 
sen, Georze Lind. 


Cless 9 - July 15, 1899 - Rov. A. Sundberg 


Gust Swanson, Gust Carison, Imna Larson, Frida Johnson, John 
Lindgren, Alfred Olson. ; 


: Ciess 10 = March 1°, 1905 = Rev. s.- Sundberg 


Agnes Sundberg, Tilda iM. Lindgren, Esther J. Zingmark, Herbert 
anderson, Nels E. Jacobson, I. Walfred Pearson, W. i. Jacobson, 
ililda M. Zingmark, Hanneh EH. Johnson, Nels G. Jind, Julia R. Lind, 
Helen D. Ericsson, Elin A. Jonson, Miria E. Sandberg, Florence 
Widstrand, Karoline ¥. dingmark. 


Class 11 - June 3, 1906 - Rev. Forslund 


Olof Konrad anderson, Victor Olson, Lytton A. Jacobson, .irthur 
i. Petterson, Andrew Johnson, Hannah O. Olson, Nanny S. Lindgren, 
Hilda E. Pearson, Nulda EH. Vikholm, Agnes Kallstrom, - Jemaina 
Gabrielson, Fmelia Gabrielson, Hulda Jacobson, Agnes fT. Skoglund, 
Jenny T. Landastrom, Minnie O. Johnson, Mable A. Swenson. 


Class 12 + July 7, 1907 - Rev. J. A. Forslund 


Edwin Zingmari:, Bimer Jacobson, Edith iW. Wiklund, Amy V. Faller. 


Class 13 - May 30, 1509 - Rev. A. G. Ander 


Helga il Anderson, Elsa inderson, Oscar A. Enderson, Hlsa T. 
Anderson, Millie V. Anderson, Edith S. Gustafson, Hilda J. Holm- 
strom, Sclma EH. Lundgren, Esther iM. Vikholm, Hannah E. Johnson, 


Alma 4. Jacobson, Esther A. Petterson, Nanny BE. Petterson, Myrtle 


May Tabcons Habel BE. Olsen, arthur anderson, Oscar Gaorielson, 


Wate 


Hels W. Gaorielson, Edvard L. Faller, Orcar Zingmark, Algot Zing-~ 


merk, Richard ©. Jacobson, Karl 0. Jonson, Oscar T. Olson. 
jess 14 = March 2C = Rey. A. Ge. Ander 
Ellen A. Johnsen, Bengt. a. Johnson, Maria snder, Maria K. Pete 
erson; .imy J. Jacobson; Mabel o Jacobson, Mayme E. Anderson, 
Joa Elmer Sandberg, Arnold QO kjund, Robsrt Gabrieison, Ed- 
ward Jacobson, Nele Granberg, Werte inderson. 


Class 15 - June 23, 1912 - Rev. A. G- Ander 


Carl J. jnders Carl .lgot Pearson, Helmer Anderson, Carl T. 
Linesy dward Albin Pearson, Olaf W. Peterson, Oscar Wick- 
olm, Knute B. Jonnson, Milda J. Gabrielson, Ida M. Lundgren, 
Fanny &. Pearson, fiilina .. Jacobson, Edith A. Zingmark. 


Ciess 16 - June 29, 1915 - Rev. A. Ge Ander 


Gustaf N. Ander, Carl V¥. Sifstroia, Hjalmer Anderson, Leon F. 
Erikson, Clarence R. Erikson, Ferdie W. Erikson, Hilder EB. Wick- 
lund. ; 


Ciass 17 = august 2,°1914 - Rev. «.. G. winder 
Edith Jacobson, Mabel Jecobson, Axel S. Jacobson, sgnes BE. John- 
son, Clara J. Gabrielson, Henry Gabrielson, Anna A. Lundgren, 
Carl fie Jacobson, Gustaf R. Olson, Nels Conrad Pearson, Fdward 
Peterson, Agnes Peterson, Mabcl Wickholm. 

Class 18 - 1916 - Rev. A. G. Ander 
Jonanna L. inderson, Gustaf 4. Anderson, Elsa V. Lundstrom, 
John L. Gabricilson, Harold E. Erickson, snna W. Peterson, Henry 
Pearson, jrthur Wickholn, John Wicklund. 

Class 19 - 1918, June 30 - Rev. 4. G. Ander 


Clara BE. inder, Clara S. Wickholm, George V. Ericsson; Raymond 
Ericsson, Clarence F. Erics on. John W. Lundgren. 


Class 20 - 1919 - Rev. A. G. Ander 


Blsa 8. <nderson, Ema Elizabeth Anderson, Henry K. Anderson, 


ll. 


Martha M. Ander, Carl Evert Jacobson, Helmer Peterson, Verene C. 
Ericson, Anra L. Lindstrum, Agnes Viola Sandine, Alfvah Frances 
Lundberg, Verna i. Ericsson. 


lass £1 - 1920 - Rev. A. Ge Ander 


Helen J. Olson, Hjalmer E. Olson, Alfhild V. Anderson, Hazel E. 
Hricson, Mildred B. Hricson, Oliver W. Swanson, Ethel BE. Anderson, 


John Raymond Sandine, Arthur Leslie Sandine, Agnes C. Petcrson, 
Edgar E. Wahistrom, Herbert W. Ericson. 


i2e2 - Rev. Te tjalnes Jackson 


Blanch Nelson, Ellen snderson, Louise Lundgren, Bernice Bengtson, 
Alice Lindstrom, Evelyn Bengtson, Raymond Gabrielson., Gasta Rosen, 
Ernest Lindstrom, Elmer Gusarson, Gordon Ericson, Folke Wahlstrom, 
Herbert Larson, Walfred Johnson, Marvin Sricson. 


Class 23 - 1925 ~ Reve J. H. Ford 


Raymond Bengtsson, Oliver Sandine, Hildegard Ericson, Elmer John-= 
gon; Lorene inderson, Bugene Melberz, slice Bricson, Clarence 
Peterson, Clarence Sandine, Hazel Sabel, Murgaret Ericson, Seri 
Jonson, Alice snderson, Frances Jorgenson; Iiveret Rosen, Raymond 
Johnson, Harvey Jorgenson, irthur Feterson, Mabel Anderson. 


Class 64 - sveust ll, 1926 - Rev. Herman anderson 


Louise I. Julin, Lawrence I. Julin, Clifford H. Julin, Herbert 
fie Olson; Gladys I. Anderson, Myrtle J. Lundberg, Naomi Gustaf- 
son, Ivan zx. Swanson, Myrtle V. Erickson, Margaret Swanson, 
Loren Kk. Swanson, Verne. L. Johnson. 


Class 25 = May 27, 1928 - Rev. JIerman Anderson 
Clarence Olinger, John Olinger, Frans Gusarson, Clifford Wallin, 
Rudolvh Burman, Delphine Arnold, Sidney Sandberg, Lawrence Erick- 
son, Warren Briesson, Clarcnce Ericsson, Eugene Ericsson, rdella 
Arnold, Margaret Bengtson, Bernice Burman, Irene Nelson, Geneveva 
Holmstrom, Dorothea Anderson, Leyla Gabrielson, Alice Wallin, 
Della Larson, Hazel snderson, Harry Rosen, Halgar Anderson, 
Marian Swenson, Bdwin Erickson, Sigurd Jonson, Lawrence Jacobson, 
Raymond Olson, Otto Jorgenson. 


Class 26 = June 1 - 1930 - Rey. Herman Anderson 


Cerl . Guserson, Mildred Olson, Vernal Sandberg, John Drost, 
Marvin Johnson, Lucille Larson, Della Drost, Velma Jacobson, 
Vera Anderson, Edna Gabrielson, Nadine Anderson, Hazel Johnson, 
Helen Olson, Clifford Iindstrom, Paul snderson, Wesley Jacobson, 
Kenneth Jacobson, Virgil .imderson, Samuel Jorgenson, Blanche 
Karlson, Bertram Bengtson, Mabel Swanson, Lenore ijanderson, 
Gordon Burman. 


Class 27 - Ju July 19, 1932 ~ Rev. Nels Lindau 
Edith Anderson, Dorothy M. Larson, Dorothy E. Jacobson, Morton 
D. Erickson. Walter E. Brickson, L. Martin Olinger, itfarvin 3. 
Clinger, Gordon M. Jacobson, Howard Carlson, Clifford Anderson; 
Wildred 4. Lundberg, Gladys V. Sandberg, Harold T. Olson, Vernie 
Erickson, Miles Nelson, srthur V. Swanson, Evert M. Wahlstrom. 


Class 23 = December 3, 1955 = Rev. Nels Lindau 


Violet M. Mader, Helen Lorna Erickson, Emma Lucile Karlson, 
Pauline C. Iverson, Prey Vincent 2ngprean. Roy Olson, Ralph C. 
Olson, Leighlend E. Johnson, Melvin 4. jnderson, Roy Randall 
in@erson, Bernice Dannenbring, Jean E. Dannenbring, Dorothy A. 
Stone, J. Lenoy Jonson, Marvin H. Nelson, As Neil Pearson, 
Evelyn M. Swanson, O. Clifford Nelson, Ervin VW. Olson, Adeline 
Ae Olson, Glen B. Julin, Walter Jacobson, Leonard Lundgren, 

E. Clayton Harvey, Laurell I. Arnold, Lillian M. Bengtson, Del- 
bert C. anderson. 


Class 29 - December r 15, 1935 = Rev. Nels Lindau 


THowe ] 
Iona O. snderson, Tgurel Le jndsrdon, Clarice .irnold, Arnold 


Bengtsson, Arnold E. Erickson, Lavone L. Gabrieison, Laverne lM. 
Gabrielson, Laurel Howe, Ida Marie Jacobson, Vernice EH. Jacobson, 
Clarence A. Knudson, Eva Nelson, Adeline Clinger, Robert L. Olin- 
ger, Eugene T. Pearson, Clarence G. Rosen, Viola Rosen, Vernice 
Sandberp. 


Class 50 = December 6, 1936 - Rev. Nels Lindau 


Dorotny Burmen, Vernon Gebrielson, Delbert M. Knudsen, Clifford 
Lerson, Roy Lundberg, Orville G. Nelson, Carl 4. Helson, Maynard 
WM. Fearsen, tcland Peterson, Mae Jean Schrocder, Donald Swanson, 
Kermit Zinguacrk. 


Ciass 31 = November 28, 1937 - Rev. Nels Lindau 
Gladys sande:sen, samy M. Iverson, Dale E. Johnson, Geraldine Lind, 
D:ryl W. Teascon, Merna E. Pearson, Raymond Rosen, Vivian Rosen, 
Ilene Sérdbdere. 


Class 32 - December 3, 1939 - Rev. Nels Lindau 
Hlaine iM. anderson, Ruth M. Duxbury, Harvey E. Erickson, Darrell 
F. Erickeon, Lois Marilyn Erickson, Ethel L. Erickson, Lyle BR. 
Howe, Florence E. Iverson, Kenneth J. Knudson, S. Irene Karlson, 
Howard D. La snded os Joyce E; Lind, C. Lester Lundgren, Clifford H. 
Nelson, Richzurd E. Olinger, E. Verene Rosen, Helen Jean Sandberg; 
Oliver Jacobson, Conrad ‘J. Olson, L. Ruth srdis Swanson. 


Class 335 - Dedember 7, 1941 - Rev. Nels Lindau 


Eunice iM. Zinsmark, Wallace NW. Anderson, E. Delores Anderson, 
Ilene Wl. Peterson, Waldo T. Burman, Carl Lowell J. Thompson, 
Avonne M. Taompson, Edna D. Lerson, Lowell km. Petcrson;s lL. Ray- 
mond Anderson, Merton 3. Pearson, Burnell D. Knudson, D. Merel 
Knueson, Normen E. Pearson, H. Duane Gabrielson, Donald G. Peare 
son, Margaret Lindau, Verlyn D. Jacobson, Robert L. Schroeder, 
Alice M. Schroeder, Verna E. Jacobson. : 


CHURCH ORGANISATIONS 

The Center Ladies Aid 

The Center Ladies Aid is the dest organization of the con- 
erege.tiox, unless we should con sate the Sunday School as an or- 

ganization. Undoubtedly it could celebrate the fiftieth anniver- 
cary any time. The earliest records on hand dates back to 1894. 


Mrs. P. Ge Swanson(now "Grandma Swanson") was the “soul of the 
arty." She seemingly Was the president and trezsurer. Her son 
0 t+) P'3 


a 


Alfred performed some of the secretary's duties. 


& part of the program in those days was to malre articles of 
clothing which were then disposed of on auction sale. One such 
sale was held October 12, 1594, which amounted to $9.05. <A part 
of the proceeds from this sale was paid 1902. 


The whole fanily attendsad these meetings. After the meeting 


a subs tea ntiel supper wes served before the faniiics left for home; 
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because the means - transportation, the roads, and jiistances were 


suck that. it took a long time for some to reaca home. "Pl&sk och 


potatis" (pork and potatoes) were important items in those din- 
ners. The meetings were held twice a month. 


Then as now, the Ladies s~id was a very important factor in the 
finances of Sit congregation. To illustrate: in 1909 this Aid 
paid $499.00 ter new church pews. 


The present officers are: Mrs. Arvid Pearson, President; Mrs. 
Millie OlLser, Vice President; Mrs. Nels Lindau, Secretary; and 
irse Ben Howe, Treasurer. 


om The Northwest Ladies Aid 

The horthwest Ladies Aid seems to have its beginning as far 
back @s about 1908 when Prstor A. Sundberg was here. inere are 
no records as to time and place of the first meeting. 


The present officers are: the pastor, President; Mrs. J. E. 
Johnson, Vice President; and Secretary; Mrs. Carl Erikson, 
Treasurer. 
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The East Ladies Aid 


The Bast Ladies 4id was organized at the home of John Wiklund 
on December 15, 1926, and was called the Hast Branch of the Cen 
ter Lutheran Ladies Aid. Rev. Herman Anderson acted as chairman; 
Mrs. Victor Swanson was ¢lected Vice President; Mrs. Arthur Ericke 
son, Secretary; and Mrs. Ole Bratmoe, Treasurer. 


Like the other two Aids this organization has contributed lib= 
erally towards the financial support of the church; but it has 
also given aid to various charitable institutions each year. 


The present officers arc: Mrs. R. A. Swanson, President; Mrs. 
Gust Swanson, Vice President; Mrs. Victor Swanson, Secretary; 
irs. L. G. Ruste, Treasurer. 


The Luther League 


At the congregation's annual business meeting 1898, a resolu- 
tion was passed to effect that the congregation urges the young 
people to organize a Young People's Society. But nothing fur- 

her is heard in regard to such a society until in the minutes 

of the annual. meeting of the congregation, 1911. Therefore it 

is possible that the Young People's Society was organized in 1910. 
Some years later this name was changed to Luther League. Early 
records. scpparently, have been lost. 


The ain of this organization is to interest the newly confirmed 
and outsicers in the work of the Church; and to enjoy spiritual 
and soeioni. fellowship. The young people have also given consid= 
eranie Tliancial aid to the congregation. 


The pressnt officers are: Mrs. Laurel Anderson, President; 
Merna Pearsen, Vice President; Joyce Lind, Secretary; Laurel 
fnidsrson, Treasurer. 


The Choir 


Tlie congregation has been and is a singing congregation. From 
the beginning special provision has beén made for singing. Song: 
leaders ‘6 elected at the annual business meetings. At what 
time orpanized choir work was begun is unknown to the writer. 
Frans Luudberg, John A. Anderson, August Bergquist, Herbert Ander- 
son, Doris Arnold, have bcen directors of the church choir. Our 
present leader, Mrs. A. H. Schroeder, has rendered splendid ser- 
vice during the last seven or eight years. 


fhe Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


It appears that the Woman's Missionary Society was organized 
in the year 1921 at the parsonage under the guidance of Rev. and 
Mrs. Hj2lmar Jackson. There is no information in the first avail- 
able record who was the president; but Mrs. Arvid Sandberg was 
the secretary. 


15. 


The present officers are: Mrs. Nels Lindau, President; Mrs. 
Arthur J. Erickson, Vice President; Mrs. Elmer Johnson, Secretary, 
and Mrs. H. adolph Hricsson, Treasurer. 


The Junior Mission Band 


At the home of Wm. Erickson, Jan. 17, 1923, the Woman's Mis~ 
Sionary Society decided to start a Junior Mission Band Society. 
Mabel Jacobson was appointed to be the leader. 


The present leader is Hazel Johnson. 


The Willing Workers - Y.W.M.S. 


This young ladies missionary organization had its inception at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Anderson on June 12, 1929 when 
they organized a Woments Missionary Club. The officers chosen 
were: Verene Ericsson, President; Edith Wiklund, Vice President; 
Helen Olson, (Mrs. Raymond Sandine } Secretary; Dorothy Anderson, 
Treasurer. At the following meeting at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gust Larson, June 28, the society adopted the name of "The Willing 
Workers", 


Though this organization aims to promote the mission cause at 
home and foreign lands, local needs have not been overlooked. 
The Willing Workers financed the installation of a new Altar and 
Pulpit in 1933. In 1936 they paid for the. new Baptismal Font 
which was procured at that time. About $250.00 has been set aside 
for other improvements in our sanctuary. 


The present officers are: Amy Marie Iverson, President; Elaine 
Anderson, Vice President; Helen Jean Sandberg, Secretary; Merna 
Pearson, Treasurer. 


The Lutheran Brotherhood 


This is the youngest of our organization. It was organized on 
August 21, 1938. The aim is to interest the men in the work of 
the Church. It is a kind of a "Men's vAid".of the Church. The 
Brotherhood fills a distinct need in our church activities. 


The first officers by this organization were: Nels Lindau, 
President; Ibert A. Iverson, Vice President; David anderson, Sec 
. retary; Conrad Pearson, Treasurer. 


The present officers are: Ibert A. Iverson, President; Conrad 
Pearson, Vice President; Lytton Jacobson, Secretary; Ray Sandine, 
Treasurer. 


The Board of Administration 
Since it is impossible to give the names of all the men who 


have served on this Board since the congregation was organized 
due to loss of records: we shall only give the names of the Board 
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iness meeting, held in January, 1883, after 


elected at the first bu 
had be ie organized; and of those who serve on 


the congregation ft 
the Board today: 


Deacons = Erik Olson, 4. G. Bergroth, A. G. anderson, and John 
J. Wiklund. 

Trustees - Anders Carlgren, Anders Ericsson, Jacob Lindgren, 
and F. Ge Swanson. 


Members of the Board of Acmninistration 1942 are: 


Deacons: J. Emil Johnson, Elmer R. Jacobson, Carl J. Anderson, 


and Jobn A. Anderson. 

Trustees: andrew Knudson, M. A. Lind, George Lind, Carl Erikson, 
irthur J. Erickson, and Algot Zingmark. The secretary of the con- 
eregation is also a member of the Board. Herbert sanderson has 
served in that capacity since January 2, 1950. 


Pastors and Students Who Have Served the Congregation Since 1882 


From the time the congregation was organized until 1887 Pastor 
J. H. Randehl served the congregation as pastor. From that time 
until 1897 the parish was served by theological students and mis- 
sionary pastors. The following served the congregation during 
that time: 


Je De Nelsenius, Svante Udden, A. Thoren, James Moody, A. Ge 
Ander; Carl Elofson, IL. Gullander, J. W. Sundberg, Catechist J.W. 
Lundgren, Rev. Siljestrom; and Rev. H. FP. Quist. 


Since 1897 the following regularly called pastors have served 
the congrersation: 


Ae Sundberg, 1897-1905; J. A. Forslund, 1905-1908; A. G. sander, 
1908-1920; E. Hjalmar Jackson, 1920-1924; J. H. Pord, 1924-1926; 
Herman Anderson, 1926-1930; A. G. ander, 1950-1931; Nels Lindau 
since November, 1931. 


Pastor .nder was the only pastor, who after having served the 
congregation as a student returned to become its pastor. He sere 
ved the congregation longer than any other of the-pastors; and 
undoubtedly left a mreater impression on the congreg sation. Yes, 
"Their works do follow thom." In one way or another he served 
the congregation for nearly twenty five years. When he passed 
avay at Carthage, S. D. January 19, 1938, his remains were leid 
to rest in our cemetery; and the people who he had faithfully 
served for that long time raised a memorial at his grave as a 
loving tribute to his memory, with the.inscription: "A grateful 


~ congregation raised this memorial". Well done. 


hte 


GLEANINGS FROM TITE CHURCH RECORDS 


Though the first minutes and protocol book were lost; yet from 
available records, which date back to 1693, we learn much of in= 
terest. A few items picked in random may be of interest. 


July 11,1893 - It was decided to change the cemetery. That the 


new cemetery be located west of the church. The vote was 18 to 6 
in favor of such @ change. 


April 17, 1894 - It was decided to hold three months of Parochial 
School during the summer. (Such a decision was renewed every year 
ue to 1925.) 


January 2, 1699 - It was decided that the congregation should buy 
one hunared chairs for the church; and that Basket Sociel should 
be held during the summer for the purpose of raising money for 
said cnairs. 


January 2, 1902 - Jonas Pearson offered to ring the church bell 
every Saturday evening without pay. 


January £,; 1905 - The Ladies Aid submitted a report to the annual 
mecting - the first one mentioned in the church records. 


September 22, 1908 - At an extra congregational meeting it was 
decided to renovate the parsonage. At the annual business meet- 
ing 1910 it was reported that said renovation amounted to $1284.90. 


Januery 2, 1913 - It was decided to dig a Ree raat under the church 
for furnace and coal bin. 


January 2, 1911 - The Luther League submitted a report to the 
annual business meeting of the church. 


April ails 20 ~ It was decided to renovate the parsonage accord- 
ing to a aE in worked out by O. G. Gustafson.. 


January 2, 1921 - It was decided to have an English class in the 
sunday School. 


March 19, 1924 - Dr. J. H. Ford called as pastor - It was also 
decided that one service a month should be conducted in the Eng- 
lish language. (The English services were increased until at the 
annual meeting, Januery 14, 1942, it was decided to conduct all 
the services in the English language. ) 


Sentember 26, 1932 - It was decided by a vote 50 to 25 that the 
congregation should build a basement under the church, and that 
the church roof be shingled and the interior of the church be 
renovated, provided there arc sufficient money in the Building 
Fund. (The whole work amounted to $5031.96 and was paid for.) 


Many more items of great interest could have been gleaned, but 
the above must suffice. 
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OXWARD AND UPWARD 


Today we are not only prompted to look back upon the past; but 
also to look upward to our Heavenly Father in gratefulness and 
thanksgiving. We thank Him for His kind and merciful guidance, 
for His patience and forebearance, for His abundance of loving 
kindness. We thank Him for fathers and mothers who were not only 
concerned about temporal homes but also about a spiritual home, 
where they and their children could receive eternal treasures, 
that fade not away. ; 


As we look forward, we are keenly cognizant of the fact that 
without our God and Saviour we can do nothing. In our resolve 
to carry on the work which the pioneers so nobly began, we should 
remember our motto for this celebration: "Yesterday, Today, To- 
morrow=--Christ". He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
Witn Him is forgiveness of sin, fruitful living, and hope for 
time and cternity. 


"i, charge to keep I have; 

4A God to glorify; 

dé never-dyving soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky. 


To serve the present age, 

My calling to fulfill; 

O may it all my powers engage 
To do my Master's will." 


ooo 


HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 


—~ baal 


BE. Adolph Ericsson 
John A. Anderson 
Re. Ae Swanson 
Nels Lindau 
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14 THE SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY SUIDAY 


a OL. OF THE SAIUM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
me Gru 2 June £5,194 
iN bo Buy sien dag ee se! are gue Rae cg eee 
rill an y nA ‘ \ 
MAR SUNS v7 DOG OOS. at 10:00 A.M. 
HAD Syensk Wgadaca-gudstiine$ 1,11 
ik fe Paalmen 431:1-7 - - «+ = = - - » Forsamlingen 
WA a ene -~~--+ ~ = «= Fastorn ocn Forsamlingen 
HG Cag = « om em oe Ue ee he 6/KO ren 
Li N\, Paalmen 66 + = = = wow - - « -. Forsamlingen 
V\ {iy Pradiken "3a thei neons. Wdvandiehet" - Pastorn 
LIT GELS Sant -- =~ we ee me ew ee ee ee Koren 
Sod ELM Palysningat =e 2 « Hw =e ee = 6 Pastor 
Weta | Koliekt - Offartcrium. -- -- - Mrs. Nels Lindau 
Fszimen 972 - -- +--+ - - --- - Forsamlingen 
Avsiutnings Altartjiust - - - - Pastorn och Forsamlingen 


Anniversazy Frogram at 2:30 P M, 


Violin Selo - - »- -~ » - - George 1 Hounquiet 
Hymp , "reise, My Soul, the King of Heaven" 327 - Congregation 
Scripture Reading aud Prayer - - - Rev.George L.Holmquist 


Seng - - -- - = *= == + =e we wo Male Chorus 
Acaress ~ =e = - - = + = = = = = Rev.M.F.Amelung 
Seng -- -- -- = ee ee ee ee A Capella Choir 
Poon. "Our Old Pioneers' - - - - - Blaine Anderson 
Grestings 

Song, "Let Mount Zion Rejoice" - - Combined Choir 


Offering for Home Mission - Offertory - Mrs.Nels Lindau 
Hyun, "Now Thank We All Our God" - Congregation 
Benediction and threefold "Amen" 

Confirmation Reunion Program at 8:30 P.M. 


EO OO ONE BCLS Sere) ele SO. OP Wee MOO Oe) OE CCe U6 Se 6 CiWice, 60 SERS 


Ifymn, "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" 324 -Congregation 

Scripture Reading and Prayer - - - Carl J.Anderson 

Vocal Duet - - - ~ ~= - ~ Mr.and Mrs.Herbert Anderson 

Talk, "My Confirmation Pastor" - - Mfrs. Ben Howe 

Talk, "Our Class of Seven" - - - - Mrs.Carl J.Anderson 

Vocal Duet - - - - Hazel Johnson and iildred Olson 

Vocal Duet - - - - Henry and Conrad Pearson 

Greeting from the Class of 1928 - Mrs. Robert Iindell 

Vocal Trio - - Pauline, Amy Marie, and Florence Iversor 

Musical Selection - - - Clarence Knudson and Ervin Olson 

Talk, "My Confirmation" - - - - Merna Pearson 

Offertory - - - - =~ - = - - = Delores Anderson 

Roll Call of the Confirmation Classes 

Hymn, "God Be with You Till We Meet Again"364 - Congregation 
Benediction. 


Notice! All who take part in the program are asked to give the 
name of their confirmation pastor and the year confirmed. 


"The Lord is with you; While ye be with Him and if ye seek Him» 
He will be found of you, but if ye forsake Him, He will foresak 4A 


, 


you.* - - 2 Chron.L&:2. 


os . 
"Teach me Thy way, O Lord; I will walk in*Thy truth. er. « ae 
Unite my heart to foer Thy name", - 2s.86: Tae Wee 
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